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A  letter  from  a  Fatfur  in  Connecticut,  to  his  Son  residing  in  this 

village. 

[Concluded  from  page  25.] 

Another  may  object  and  say,  I  am  too  insignificant  to  make  it 
[  of  inucli  consequence'whetlier  i  profess  religion  or  not — to  ivhich 
the  following  answer  may  be  given.  You  are  not  too  insignificant 
[  to  obey  God  :  You  are  not  too  insignificant  to  be  an  instrument  in 
I  bis  hand  of  doing  great  good.  What  if  each  drop  of  rain,  vested 
J  with  intelligence,  sho»dd  reason  thus,  and  wthhold  itself  from  the 
i  earih  ?  What  if  each  ray  of  light  conscious  of  its  minuteness  should 
I  refuse  to  visit  this  earth  There  would  be  a  universal  famine,  and 
San  overwhelming  cold  and  darkness. — So  if  each  true  believer, 
y  conscious  of  his  littleness  should  therefore  decline  casting  in  his 
I  mite  of  influence;  the  bread  of  life  would  cease  from  the  earth— 
I  the  sun  of  righteousness  w  ould  no  more  shine  upon  it — for  God  has 
chosen  the  weak  things  to  confound  the  mighty — he  has  a  treas¬ 
ure  in  earthern  vessels,  that  the  excellency  of  the  powel*  may  be 
of  God  and  not  of  men. — Because  that  you  can  do  but  little,  is 
that  any  reason  why  you  should  not  do  what  you  can  ?  Because 
you  can  shed  but  little  light,  shall  you  therefore  put  it  under  a 
bushel  7  Because  you  have  but  one  talent,  shall  you  therefore  wrap 
lit  in  a  napkin  ? 

I  Again  another  wdll  object  and  say,  “  I  do  not  approve  of  all  the 
I  members  of  the  church,  I  am  not  willing  to  be  associated  with 
|them — some  are  poor  and  ignorant,  and  some  conduct  very  un- 
c  worthy  of  their  profession” — Answer.  As  to  the  humble  condition 
of  some  professors,  it  is  the  glory  of  the  gospel  that  the  poor  can 
ghave  it  preached  to  them — that  they  can  understand  it — and  if  we 
4have  too  much  pride  to  set  down  with  the  poor  and  ignorant  at 
t^the  table  of  the  Lord,  or  even  w  ith  an  Indian  or  an  African  black, 
■we  have  too  much  pride  to  be  admitted  into  heaven.  As  to  un- 
1  worthy  professors,  bear  in  your  mind,  that  the  church  is  not  a  pal- 
p  ace,  but  rather  a  hospital — not  filled  with  persons  of  sound  health, 
fbut  with  convalescents  from  a  deadly  disease — every  one  of  which 
j  have  still  bad  symptoms  of  their  disorder  and  are  subject  to  occa- 
||  sional  and  partial  relapses. — If  you  are  too  much  disgusted  with 
I  the  imperfections  which  are  always  attached  to  professors  as  sin* 
|ful  men,  so  that  you  cannot  associate  or  commune  with  them  ! 
I  you  have  never  felt  the  plague  of  your  own  heart,  and  it  is  an  ev» 

I  dence  that  you  are  not  qualified  to  profess  Christ. 
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Another  objection — you  may  say,  My  situation  is  peculiar,  1 
have  had  many  embarrassments,  my  reputation  may  have  suffered 
in  view  of  the  world — if  I  profess  Christ  ever  so  sincerely,  my  mo. 
tives  are  liable  to  be  perverted — many  will  believe  my  profession 
hypocritical,  merely  to  gain  fivor,  popularity  and  honor.  Answer. 
You  are  not  accountable  for  the  perverse  use  men  may  make  of 
your  good  conduct — and  you  may  not  neglect  your  duty,  even  if 
you  know  that  others  would  misconstrue  your  motives,  and  think 
meanly  of  your  profession  of  religion.  The  duty  to  profess  the 
religion  of  Christ  is  universal — Christ  has  made  no  exception,  and 
you  can  make  none — he  recpiired  it,  even  when  property,  life  and 
every  enjoyment  wore  at  sacrifice. — Now  remen»bcr,  my  dearson, 
that  God  is  infinitely  worthy  to  be  obeyed — Christ  is  infinitely  glo¬ 
rious,  if  you  dont  love  him  supremely,  you  dont  love  him  at  all; 
his  gospel  demands  repentance  and  faith. 

The  kingdom  of  Christ  includes  all  the  moral  excellence,  and 
all  the  enjoyment  in  the  universe. — If  you  love  the  Lord  Jesus, 
come  and  profess  him  before  men,  and  lend  your  aid,  though  fee¬ 
ble,  to  build  up  his  church,  and  let  your  light  shine  that  others  may 
be  constrained  to  glorify  our  father  who  is  in  heaven.  The  true 
child  of  God  will  ever  feel  it  a  privilege  of  infinite  worth  that 
Christ  be  to  him  “all  in  all.”  They  who  have  the  love  of  God 
shed  abroad  in  their  hearts  will  readily  understand  this  language, 
but  the  world  know  s  nothing  of  this,  neither  can  it  be  made  to  un¬ 
derstand  it.  Now  if  you  have  godly  sorrow  for  sin,  if  you  have 
evangelical  faith  in  Christ,  come  and  profess  him — But  if  you  can¬ 
not  give  up  all  for  Christ,  then  dont  come. — If  you  must  cling  to 
the  world  and  to  its  vanities  ;  if  you  cannot  give  up  your  siufui 
companions  w  ho  will  daily  entice  you  to  siti,  and  make  you  forget 
God — then  dont  come.  If  you  cannot  give  up  the  ball-room  and 
its  vain  and  jovial  amusements,  then  dont  come.  Balls  are  DOt 
meotiont  d  because  they  are  considered  the  greatest  sinks  of  w  ick¬ 
edness,  but  they  do  tend  to  chill  the  heart,  and  divest  the  mind  of 
serious  things  and  of  eternal  realities. — If  you  mean  to  w  alk  so 
near  the  world  as  to  reach  over  and  pluck  a  flower  here  and 
there  at  pleasure  on  the  other  side,  and  often  step  over  then 
dont  come  and  publicly  profess  Christ — for  the  church  dont  want 
you.  The  strength  of  a  church  does  not  consist  in  its  members, 
hut  in  its  graces — the  three  hundred  men  that  lapped  were  pref¬ 
erable  to  the  w  hole  Assyrian  host.  My  paper  warns  me  that  I 
most  draw  to  a  close.  I  want  to  say  a  thousand  things  more  to 
yuu,  wliich  I  cannot  say  in  the  compass  of  a  short  letter. 

AVith  all  parental  tenderoess  I  subscribe  your  ever  affectionaU 
father,  JAMES  WOliRIS. 

EXTRACTS 

Of  the  Correspondent^  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Socidi^. 

[Concluded  from  page  28.]  ^  ^ 

5.  From  a  .Catholic  Bishop^ - ,  May  7,  1817. 

I  CONTINUE  to  take  the  warmest  interest  in  all  that  is  doing  fi5r 
the  ad\ancement  of  religion  and  morality  among  men;  and  have 
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jftcn  in  my  closet  blessed  the  disinterested  and  unwearied  exer¬ 
tions  of  those  noble-minded  men,  who,  together  with  you,  reverend 
and  worthy  Sir,  labor  in  the  great  work  of  promoting  the  happiness 
of  mankind,  and,  b}^  disseminating  the  Holy  Scriptures  oftheWew’ 
Testament,  spread  far  and  wide  that  most  important  declaration  of 
St.  Peter,  that  “  there  is  no  other  name  by  w  hich  men  can  be  sav¬ 
ed,  than  the  name  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.” 

Fully  convinced  that  mankind  in  general  would  be  greatly  im¬ 
proved  in  their  moral  condition,  by  being  refreshed  with  the  pure 
luunlain  of  everlasting  life,  I  have,  not  without  regret,  observed 
endeavors  to  throw'  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  great  w’ork  ;  which 
1  attribute  to  the  blind  religious  zeal  of  uncalled  for  critics,  who 
torture  words  to  a  difTerent  meaning  from  that  which  they  actually 
bear.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  observed,  with  sincere  delight, 
and  ascribe  it  to  a  true  regard  and  zeal  for  religion  and  morality, 
that  the  noble  Britons,  with  unexampled  disinterestedness,  rouse 
ail  the  talents  of  ingenious  and  learned  men,  in  Germany,  to  assist 
in  the  increasing  dissemination  of  the  Book  of  books. 

I  also  have  endeavored  to  do  this  in  my  diocese,  and  feel  not  the 
«mallest  reluctance  warmly  and  impressively  to  recommend  the 
Holy  Scriptures  to  my  Clergy. 

But  my  own  sphere  of  operation,  as  you  well  know,  is  so  far 
circumscribed,  that  1  cannot  make  use  of  your  generous  offer,  to 
its  full  extent.  The  small  circle  of  iny  diocese  would  perhaps,  at 
present,  admit  of  the  disposal  of  200  copies  in  duodecimo,  and  25 
in  large  octavo.  Should  that  number  prove  insufficient^  and  T 
shauld  hereafter  .want  more,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  making  free 
with  your  proflered  generosity.  Be  however  convinced,  that  I 
would  gladly  join  your  Bible  Society,  if,  in  imitation  of  the  lauda¬ 
ble  and  pious  example  of  many  worthy  men,  in  and  out  of  the 

country,  such  a  society  had  not  been  established  at  - -  ;  to 

which  those  on  the  hanks  of  the - will  attach  themselves  as 

filial  ones.  It  is,  in  fact,  very  immaterial,  by  what  association,  or 
from  what  country,  Christ  is  preached  to  us,  if,  as  St.  Paul  says, 
be  be  but  preached  to  us.  In  this  you  will,  no  doubt  agree  with 
nie ;  and  we  will  proceed,  band  in  hand,  in  our  endeavors,  by  the 
<iissemination  of  bis  doctrine,  to  draw  many  to  Christ. 

PEACE  SOCIETY. 

Second  Annual  Report  of  ike  Massachusetts  Peace  Societij, 

Dec.  25,  1817. 

Ojt  this  Second  Anniversary  of  the  Massachusetts  Peace  Socie¬ 
ty,  its  officers  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing  to  their  brethren, 
that  the  God  of  peace  has  smiled  on  the  efforts  for  diffusing  the 
pacific  principles  of  his  belovred  Son — and  has  given  great’encour- 
agement  for  mere  powerful  and  persevering  exertions. 

It  is  however  proper  to  observe,  that  in  representing  the  success 
of  the  Society  as  great,  respect  is  had  to  the  means  employed. 


D 


MASbA(’lIU8K1T8  TMACK  SOCIKtY. 


In  any  other  view  great  efTi*cts  are  not  to  he  expected  from  aucb 
limited  inean<i  as  have  hitlierto  been  at  the  command  of  the  Kxec- 
utive  Committee.  The  foods  of  the  Society  have  principaily  con 
sisted  of  the  atinoal  stibscriptions  of  one  dollar  to  each  member. 
From  this  statement  it  must  he  evident  that  the  pecuniary  means 
have  not  coiYiportcd  with  the  magnitude  of  the  object — Pkace  o*s 

EAIlTIf. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  last  year,  there  remained  on  hand, 
of  the  Sermon  on  War  5U0  copies — of  the  first  Circular  Letter  230. 
These,  excepting  a  few  copies,  have  been  gratuitously  disti'ibuttd 
and  1500  copies  of  a  second  Circular  Letter  have  been  printed  for 
the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  distributed  by  them.  In  addition  to 
these  the  Executive  Committee  have  distributed  355  copies  of 
the  Solemn  Review,  and  2696  of  the  several  Numbers  of  the  Friend 
of  Peace.  This  statement  includes  what  the  members  of  the  so 
ciety  have  received  according  to  the  Constitution. 

The  gratuitous  distributions  have  not  been  confined  to  this  StaU 
nor  to  the  United  States ;  they  have  been  extended  to  Canada, 
Nova-Scotia  and  New-Brunswick,  on  this  continent ;  to  France 
and  Russia  on  the  continent  of  Europe  ;  to  Asia,  by  the  Congre 
gational  and  Baptist  Missionaries ;  to  various  parts  of  the  island 
of  Great  Britain,  and  to  St.  Domingo.  So  far  as  information  has 
been  obtained,  the  Tracts  have  been  gratefully  received,  and  have 
generally  procured  friends  to  the  objects  of  the  society.  It  has 
been  particularly  the  aim  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  excite 
the  attention  of  men  of  intelligence  and  respectability,  whose  opin 
ions  and  exertions  would  have  influence  on  others.  In  this  attempt 
they  have  been  successful. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  year  the  society  has  been  increased  bj 
the  addition  of  131  members. — The  whole  number,  so  far  as  re 

ports  have  been  made,  is  304* - of  which  80  are  ministers  of  rc 

ligion ;  and  the  greater  part  of  the  new  members  are  persons  of 
respectable  standing  and  influence. 

But  in  estimating  the  prospects  of  success  we  are  not  limited  to 
what  has  been  done  by  this  society  ;  we  may  justly  take  into  view 
the  exertions  of  others  in  the  same  cause. 

In  our  own  country  two  societies  have  been  formed  in  the  course 
of  the  year — the  Peace  Society  of  Maine,  and  the  Cayuga  Peace 
Society.  Several  others  have  been  proposed  if  not  actually  es¬ 
tablished. 

The  Society  in  Ohio  has  been  divided  into  four  organized  bran¬ 
ches  ;  and  the  last  accounts  stated  a  probability  that  another  branch 
would  be  soon  formed,  including  a  part  of  Indiana.  The  Ohio  So¬ 
ciety  has  published  in^the  course  of  the  year  8000  copies  of  several 
numbers  of  the  Friend  of  Peace,  the  most  of  which  had  been  disposed 
of  in  October.  The  society  consists  of  more  than  100  mem¬ 
bers,  among  whom  are  some  respectable  clergymen  and  statestneo^ 


m 

IQ 


*  More  than  20  names  have  since  been  reported. 
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Several  of  the  pamphlets  which  have  been  circulated  by  the 
Massachusetts  Peace  Society,  have  gone  through  five  or  six  edi¬ 
tions  in  different  parts  of  this  country  ; — all  of  them  have  been  re¬ 
printed,  excepting  the  last  Circular  Letter  and  the  Tenth  Numbef 
of  the  Friend  of  Peace.  To  the  New-England  Tract  Society,  and 
to  several  b^ditors  of  Newspapers,  and  Periodical  Works,  this  So- 
eifty  is  under  obligations  for  friendly  and  gratuitous  aid  in  the 
good  cause. 

The  Divine  influence  in  favor  of  peace  has  not  been  confined  to 
the  United  States.  We  liavc  friends  and  coadjutors  in  the  neigh¬ 
boring  British  Provinces,  and  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  In  Lon¬ 
don  a  Society  has  been  formed  for  the  promotion  of  permanent 
and  universal  peace,  between  which  and  ibis  society  a  corre.spon- 
dence  has  commenced.  The  letter  from  the  London  Society,  of 
June  18lh,  informs  that  they  had  then  printed  32,000  Tracts,  be¬ 
sides  20,000  copies  of  an  Address  to  the  public  ;  and  that  they 
were  preparing  to  translate  some  of  their  Tracts  into  foreign  lan¬ 
guages,  and  to  introduce  the  subject  among  the  neighboring  nations. 
From  the  character  of  several  of  their  Committee,  whose  names 
are  known  in  this  country,  we  may  anticipate  persevering  e.\cr- 
tions  and  favorable  results. 

In  the  enumeration  of  auspicious  occurrences,  the  letters  from 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  his  Excellency  Prince  Ga- 
litzin  are  worthy  of  particular  notice — as  containing  a  pledge  that 
their  “  power  and  influence  shall  be  employed  in  striving  to  secure 
to  the  nations  the  blessings  of  that  peace  which  they  now'  enjoyv’ 
Nor  should  their  condescension  and  goodness  be  forgotten  in  send¬ 
ing  their  letters  in  our  own  language.  We  can  hardly  conceive 
bow  their  letters  could  have  more  clearly  expressed  their  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  object  of  the  society,  or  have  been  better  adapted  to 
encourage  our  hearts. 

On  receiving  these  letters,  believing  it  would  he  agreeable  to 
Prince  Galitzin,  the  Trustees  elected  him  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  Peace  Society — w  hich  measure  they  hope  will 
be  approved  by  this  meeting. 

Many  agreeable  letters  have  been  received  in  the  course  of  the 
year;  from  which,  as  well  as  from  verbal  intelligence,  it  appears 
that  prior  to  the  establishment  of  Peace  Societies,  a  far  greater 
number  of  Christians  than  was  generally  supposed,  had  been  shock¬ 
ed  by  the  contrast  between  the  spirit  and  practice  of  W’ar,  and  the 
precepts  and  example  of  the  Messiah.  It  has  also  appeared  that 
the  minds  of  other  reflecting  men  have  been  remarkably  open  to 
receive  light  on  the  subject  of  war,  and  that  hut  little  attention  has 
been  necessary  to  convince  them,  that  war  is  not  a  fruit  of  that 
wisdom  which  is  from  above.  Some  who  have  doubted  the  prac¬ 
ticability  of  abolishing  war,  have  professed  a  belief  that  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  Peace  Societies  will  do  much  good,  that  they  will  cause 
statesmen  more  seriously  to  reflect  on  the  subject,  and  thus  pre¬ 
vent  so  frequent  a  recurrence  of  the  calamity"  as  would  otherwise 
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take  place.  This,  it  itill  be  perceived,  is  admitting  enough  to  jug, 
tify  the  greatest  exertions. 

But  if  it  be  correct  to  infer  from  what  has  been  done  with  very 
limited  expense  and  exertion,  what  might  be  done  by  more  ample 
means  and  efforts,  there  will  be  no  room  to  doubt  that  a  hundredth 
part  of  the  annual  expenditures  of  Christian  nations  in  preparing 
for  war,  if  judiciously  employed  would  be  sufficient,  in  twenty  years, 
to  abolish  the  custom  from  every  country  on  which  the  gospel 
shines. 

It  does  not  require  a  learned  education,  nor  much  reflection,  to 
convince  men  of  common  sense  that  War  is  the  Enemy  and  Peace 
the  Friend  of  mankind.  What  if  some  men  have  been  enriched 
by  war;  is  it  not  obvious  that  they  must  have  fattened  on  the  spoils 
and  blood  of  their  brethren  of  another  country,  or  on  the  toil  and 
oppression  of  their  fellow-citizens  ?  What  if  others  complain  that 
they  have  been  impoverished  and  ruined  by  peace  ;  is  it  not  clear 
that  the  foundation  of  their  bankruptcy  was  laid  in  the  preceding 
war,  or  in  their  own  improvident  thirst  for  gain  ? — But  to  one  who 
is  a  gainer  by  war,  thousands  are  sufferers  ;  and  to  one  who  suffeis 
by  peace,  thousands  are  gainers.  Besides,  the  existence  of  suca 
a  custom  as  war  for  the  settlement  of  disputes,  subjects  every 
thing  to  hazard,  and  renders  insecure  the  most  prosperous  and 
flourishing  conditions  of  communities  and  individuals.  This  year 
they  may  be  surrounded  w'ith  every  earthly  comfort ;  the  next 
they  may  be  reduced  to  beggary  or  butchered  by  an  army  of  fe¬ 
rocious  and  licensed  robbers,  urged  on  by  a  Christian  government! 
^  Not  only  is  war  the  greatest  scourge  and  curse  of  nations — the 
means  of  despotism,  oppression,  poverty  and  wo,  hut  it  ever  involves 
the  most  flagrant  injustice,  and  crimes  of  the  deepest  dye.* »  The 
fame  of  the  conqueror,  which  resounds  through  the  world,  results 
from  multiplying  ten  thousand  fold  the  sin  of  Cain  and  the  most 
atrocious  crimes  of  unlicenced  robbers  and  pirates. '  All  that  one 
nation  gains  by  war  is  so  much  lost  to  anotlier,  or  to  suffering  indi¬ 
viduals  ;  and  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  the  conquering  nation  are  re¬ 
al  sufferers  by  what  is  called  a  successful  war.  * 

To  this  catalogue  of  evils  we  may  add,  that  war  is  the  grand 
reservatory  and  hot-hed  of  vice  and  crime — from  which  every  coun¬ 
try  is  filled  with  felons,  xvho  live  by  depredation,  till  they  find  their 
way  to  the  prison  or  the  gallows.  •  i, 

To  effect  the  abolition  of  such  a  custom,  what  exertions  can  he 
too  great  I  Only  to  save  such  a  town  as  Boston  from  the  fate  (rf 
Moscow,  or  from  the  usual  calamities  of  a  city  taken  by  assault, 
would  justify  the  expense  of  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  tec 
years  of  benevolent  exertion  throughout  the  United  States.  <  h 
this  be  doubted,  let  fancy  for  a  moment  apply  to  this  town  the 
sacking  of  a  city  taken  by  storm  ;  a  hundred  thousand  ferocious 
troops — let  loose  from  all  restraint,  inflamed  by  malignity,  avarice 
and  lust — plundering  or  burning  your  property  according  to  theK* 
pleasure — filling  your  streets  and  houses  with  massacre  and  blood, 
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violation  and  death!  Say  not  that  such  a  scene  in  Boston  is  impos- 
sible.  For  to  such  horrors  every  town  and  city  on  earth  is  now 
liable,  in  consequence  of  the  popularity  which  has  been  given  to 
war  as  a  just  and  honorable  mode  of  deciding  the  controversies  ofRu- 
lers.  If  no  means  are  in  operation  to  prevent  it,  better  adapted  to 
the  purpose  than  preparations  for  war,  it  may  safely  be  said,  that 
Boston  is  more  likely  to  be  sacked  within  ten  years  to  come,  than 
Moscow  was  ten  years  ago.  To  save  this  ioivn^  and  all  the  towns 
and  cities  of  the  world  from  such  horrible  scenes  is  the  object  of 
Peace  Societies.  Indeed  it  embraces  the  virtue  and  happiness  of 
the  whole  human  family.  If  then  there  be  any  institution  in  which 
all  mankind  are  interested,  and  which  claims  the  favor  and  patron¬ 
age  of  all,  such  are  societies  for  the  abolition  of  war  and  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  peace. 

Were  thei’e  only  a  probability  of  such  partial  success  as  the 
doubting  friends  of  the  Society  admit,  the  object  would  justify  the 
fervent  prayers  and  vigorous  exertions  of  every  Christian  in  every 
country.  But  there  is  something  more  than  a  probability  of  par¬ 
tial  success ;  there  is  a  moral  certainty  of  complete  success — pro¬ 
vided,  that  exertions  be  made  corresponding  with  the  importance 
of  the  object.  And  every  cent  which  is  given  in  this  cause,  may 
be  the  means  of  saving  a  hundred  dollars  in  war  taxes; — and  what 
is  still  more  important,  every  cent  may  save  a  soul  from  death  and 
bide  a  multitude  of  sins.  For  the  cause  is  the  Lord’s,  and  he  will 
give  effect  to  benevolent  exertions. 

In  this  age  the  eye  of  benevolence  has  discovered  ih&t  preventing 
nil  is  entitled  to  the  front  rank  among  the  various  modes  of  doing 
I  good;  and  that  it  is  much  better  to  prevent  pauperism,  beggary 
I  and  crime,  by  seasonably  providing  the  means  of  virtuous  educa- 
|tion  and  employment,  than  to  support  paupers,  beggars  and  crimi¬ 
nals  in  a  state  of  idleness  and  vice.  May  we  not  then  reasonably 
presume  that  it  will  soon  be  discovered,  that  it  is  much  better  and 
jeheaper,  as  well  as  more  Christian  to  prevent  war  by  pacific  means, 
than  to  support  such  a  barbarous,  expensive  and  all-devouring  cus¬ 
tom?  And  that  “  the  most  noble  of  all  ambitions  is  that  of  promo- 
tin  j  peace  on  earth  and  good,  will  to  man.” 

The  dire  calamities  which  have  recently  been  felt  on  both  con¬ 
tinents — the  progressive  illuminations  of  the  word  of  life,  and  the 
conciliating  tendency  of  a  thousand  benevolent  institutions,  have 
H  conspired  to  prepare  the  minds  of  Christians  to  listen  to  the 
principles  of  peace,  to  desire  their  dissemination,  and  to  co-opc- 
in  one  form  or  another  to  emancipate  the  world  from  the  guilt, 
the  tyranny  and  the  desolations  of  w  ar. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  proper  to  indulge  a  thought  on  tbo  aus¬ 
picious  coincidence  of  Anniversaries.  This  is  not  only  the  Anni- 
ersary  of  the  Massachusetts  Peace  Society,  but  also  of  the  An- 
j^jneiation  of  the  Pacific  Alliance  in  Europe,  and  of  the  birth  of  the 
*nncc  of  Peace  ;  who  has  taught  us  to  love  our  enemies— to  Mess 
curse  not.  In  two*  of  the  neighboring  states,  this  day  has  beeo 
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set  apart  for  public  thanksgiving^  and  praise.  May  we  not  then  re 
joice  in  the  belief  that  much  will  have  been  done  in  various  parts 
of  the  world  to  aid  the  cause  for  which  we  are  assembled.  May 
we  not  also  indulge  the  pleasing  hope  that  Christmas  will  hence 
forth  be  generally  appropriated  to  the  work  of  promoting  the  de¬ 
sign  of  the  Saviour's  mission — that  the  anthem  of  angels  will  be 
better  understood — that  on  each  successive  return  of  this  season, 
the  temples  of  the  Lord  in  every  land  will  be  crow'ded  with  wor 
shippers,  and  resound  with  the  song — glory  to  god  in  the  high 
EST — ON  EARTH  PEACE— GOOD  WMLL  TOWARDS  MEN. 


RUSSIAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev,  Ehenezer  Henderson^  dated  Bible 
Societfs  House,  St,  Petersburg,  June  8,  1817. 

“  Yesterday  was  celebrated  the  fourth  Anniversary  of  the 
Russian  Bible  Society.  Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  state  of 
the  weather,  and  the  inconvenient  situation  of  the  Taurian  Palace, 
(in  one  of  the  magnificent  halls  of  which  the  meeting  w  as  held,)  it 
was  computed  to  have  been  nearly  three  times  more  numerously 
attended  than  it  was  last  year.  Many  of  the  most  distinguished 
personages,  both  in  church  and  state,  honored  the  meeting  with 
their  presence.  I  w’as  peculiarly  struck  with  the  sight  of  a  grmip 
of  graduated  monks  and  professors,  from  the  Newsky  Monastery, 
and  of  a  number  of  military  officers,  high  in  rank,  w  ho  appeared 
in  another  direction.  Representatives  of  most  of  the  nations  fo: 
whom  we  are  preparing  editions  of  the  sacred  Scriptures — such  as 
Russians,  Armenians,  Georgians,  Greeks,  Moldavians,  Finns,  Poles, 
Esthonians,  Livonians,  Germans,  and  French — were  assembled  U 
take  part  in  the  ceremony,  and  listen  to  the  interesting  details  of 
the  publication  of  the  w  ord  of  God  in  their  respective  languages. 
Among  other?,  I  observed  two  learned  Russians,  who  have  spent 
fifteen  years  in  the  academy  in  Pekin,  and  are  masters  of  the  Chi 
iiese  and  Mandshur  languages.” 

“  You  will  recollect  the  very  important  resolution  passed  at  the 
second  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Russian  Bible  Society, 
purporting  that  they  should  not  consider  themselves  to  have  at 
tained  the  object  of  their  institution,  till  they  had  provided  with  a 
Bible  every  family,  and,  if  possible,  every  individual  in  the  Rus¬ 
sian  empire.  With  what  ardor  they  are  pushing  forw’ard  to  the 
attainment  of  this  object,  and  accelerating  the  complete  redemp¬ 
tion  of  their  pledge,  w  ill  be  seen,  when  it  is  stated,  that,  from  the 
establishment  of  the  Society  to  the  present  time,  its  Committee 
have  either  published,  or  are  engaged  in  publishing,  no  fewer  than 
forty-three  editions  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  in  seventeen  different  Ian 
guages,  forming  a  grand  total  of  196,000  copies.  In  the  course  o 
1816,  the  Committee  have  completed 

Slavonian  Bibles . 10,000 

Ditto  New  Testaments  .  .  .  ^  .  10,000 
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Finnish  Bihlcs  •••••«•••••  »ijOOO 

French  Bihles . 5,000 

And  Samogitian  New  Testaments  .  .  .  5,000 

“  And,  at  present,  the  printing  of  the  following  editions  is  ci¬ 
ther  continued,  or  has  been  begun,  in  1817. 


Slavonian  Bibles  .  .  . 

• 

• 

• 

•  • 

.  20,000 

Ditto  New  Testaments 

• 

• 

•  • 

5,000 

Armenian  Bibles 

• 

• 

»  • 

5,000 

Ditto  New  Testaments 

• 

• 

•  • 

.3,000 

Greek  Bibles  .... 

• 

• 

•  • 

.  3,000 

Greek  New  Testaments  . 

• 

• 

•  • 

5,000 

(rcorgian  New  Testaments 

• 

• 

•  • 

2,000 

Moldavian  Bibles  .  .  . 

• 

• 

•  • 

.  5,000 

Ditto  New  Testaments 

• 

• 

•  • 

5,000 

German  Catholic  ditto  . 

• 

• 

•  • 

5,000 

Lettonian  New  Testaments 

• 

• 

•  • 

5,000 

Dorpatian  Esthonian  ditto 

• 

• 

•  • 

5,000 

Tartar  New  Testaments  . 

• 

• 

•  • 

2,000 

Gospel  of  St.  Luke  (extra  copies) 

•  • 

2,000 

Psalms . . 

• 

• 

•  • 

2,000 

And  Calinuc  Gospel  .  . 

• 

• 

•  • 

2,000 

le  number  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  issued  in  the  course  of 

the  year  amounts  to  19,431  copies,  which  is  only  about  500  copies 
fewer  than  were  issued  the  three  former  years  put  together.  The 
expenditures  are  nearly  in  the  same  proportion.  During  the  three 
years,  1813,  1814,  and  1815,  the  expenditure  amounted  to  297,042 
dollars,  47  cents;  in  1816,  alone,  227,770  dollars,  73  cents. 

“  Besides  the  above,  preparations  are  making  for  stereotype 
editions  of  the  Scriptures  in  five  different  languages :  they  are  in 
a  course  of  translation  into  the  common  Russian,  Tartar,  and  Ccr- 
ftlian  languages ;  and  measures  are  adopting  for  procuring  trans¬ 
lations  into  Turkish  ^^rmenian  and  Burnt  Mongolian,^^ 

“  Air.  Henderson  adds,  in  a  Postscript,  that  application  has  late¬ 
ly  been  made  by  the  Missionaries  at  Astrachan  for  copies  of  the 
Sanscrit  Scriptures,  (printed  at  Serampore,)for  the  use  of  Brahmins, 
and  other  Indians,  resident  in  that  city,  who,  on  examining  certain 
specimens,  desired  to  be  furnished  with  copies.  A  letter,  written 
I  in  Hebrew,  and  signed  by  six  Rabbies,  has  also  been  received,  re- 
I  questing  Hebrew  Bibles  for  about  nine  hundred  Jewish  families, 
i  resident  in  the  Kumak  Country,  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Cas- 
J  pian.  “  Here,”  observes  Mr.  Henderson,  “  is  a  fresh  opening  for 
fi  the  Hebrew  Testament  now  printing  in  London.” 


FROM  THE  PANOPLIST. 

A  PLAN  FOR  THE  MORAL  AND  RELIGIOUS  IMPROVE- 

MENT  OF  CHILDREN. 

Mr.  Fvflitor— Having  been  i^uerted,  by  a  number  of  yonr  readers,  to  give  an 
account  of  the  system  which  has  been  adopted,  in  the  place  of  my  readence 
No.  3.  . 
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for  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  children,  I  send  you  the  follow- 

ing  communication  :  if  you  think  it  will  be  uselul,  you  arc  at  liberty  to  pub 

lish  it. 

In  the  spring  of  1814a  Society,  consisting  of  about  seventy  men, 
was  formed  for  Doing  Good. 

In  the  spring  of  1815  a  Branch  Society  was  formed,  consisting 
of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  w'omcn.  This  Society  have  in  view 
a  number  of  objects  ;  one  of  which  is,  the  Moral  and  Religious  Im¬ 
provement  of  Children.  For  this,  and  other  purposes,  they  con 
tribute  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year. 

The  concerns  of  the  Society  are  conducted  by  a  Standing  Com¬ 
mittee,  consisting  of  twelve  men,  w  ho  are  chosen  annually.  They 
meet  once  in  three  months  to  devise  w  ays  and  means  of  accom< 
plishing  the  objects  of  the  Society.  The  Society  have  an  annual 
meeting;  when  they  unite  in  religious  exercises,  and  a  discourst  ij 
delivered  by  some  person  previously  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
The  Standing  Committee  then  report  their  proceedings,  during 
the  past  year,  and  the  success  which  has  attended  them. 

In  the  spring  of  1  8 1  6,  another  Branch  Society  was  formed,  con¬ 
sisting  of  between  two  and  three  hundred  children.  The  exclu¬ 
sive  object  of  this  Branch,  is  to  furnish  the  heathen  with  Bibles 
Every  child  w  ho  reads  the  Bible  himself,  or,  if  he  is  not  old  enough 
to  read,  w  ho  hears  it  read  by  others,  and  endeavors  to  understand 
and  obey  it ;  and  who  annually  contributes,  to  send  it  to  the  hea¬ 
then,  is  a  member.  The  particular  sum,  to  he  contributed,  is  left, 
entirely,  to  the  discretion  of  each  individual. 

At  the  opening  of  the  schoeds,  in  1810,  each  teacher  was  fur¬ 
nished  with  a  blank  hook,  ruled  with  eight  columns.  On  the  firsi 
column  was  to  be  written  the  name  of  eacli  scholar; — on  the  se¬ 
cond,  his  age  ; — on  the  third,  the  number  of  times  he  had  been  at 
the  bead  of  bis  class  al  the  last  spelling  for  the  day  ; — on  the  fourth, 
the  number  of  books  which  be  had  taken  from  the  Library  ;*  on 
tile  fifth,  the  number  of  verses  of  Hymns,  and  Divine  Songs,  which 
he  had  learned  ; — on  the  sixth,  the  number  of  answ’crs  which  he 
had  learned  of  the  Assembly’s  Shorter  Catechism  ; — on  the  se¬ 
venth  the  number  of  verses  which  he  had  learned  of  the  Bible: 
and  on  the  eighth,  the  number  of  cents,  which,  in  the  course  of 
one  year,  he  had  given  to  the  Bible  Society'.  When  any  scholar 

•Till?  T-ibrary  was  established  in  1815,  by  the  ^’tandinc:  O^rnmittee  of  the 
J^cieiy  for  Doing  0(M)d.  Afle.-  procuring  a  large  quantity  of  Books,  suita¬ 
ble  for  children,  they  divided  them  into  as  many  parcels  as  there  are  school?  in 
the  place;  and  took  one  parcel,  enclosed  in  a  trunk,  to  each  school.  The 
teacher  w’a-  appointed  librarian.  All  children,  whose  conduct  and  improve¬ 
ment  met  the  approbation  of  the  teacher,  were  allowed  to  take  a  book  from 
the  lihrary  every  Satimlay.  The  lx)ok  was  charged  to  them,  and  the  next 
Saturday  they  were  required  to  return  it:  and  if  their  conduct,  during  the 
week,  hatl  l)een  good,  they  were  allowed  to  take  out  another. 

In  the  course  of  six  months,  the  whole,  taken  together,  read  more  than 
thirty  thousand  pages,  learned  more  than  two  hiindr^  Hymns,  and  many 
lect  portions  of  Scripture :  and  notwithstanding  their  unusual  attention  tc 
reading,  ^'c.  their  improvement  in  the  various  branches  of  learning,  was  niuc^ 
greater  than  bad  been  witnessed  before. 
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had,  in  the  course  of  the  week,  saved  any  thing  for  the  heathen, 
he  was  allowed,  on  Saturday,  when  he  took  a  book  from  the  Li* 
brary,  to  hand  it  to  tlic  teacher  ;  and  the  sum  was  recorded  against 
hiii  name  in  the  eightli  column,  as  a  donation  of  his  to  the  Bible 
Society. 

After  the  scholars  were  made  acquainted  with  the  whole  system, 
they  were  informed,  that  the  Committee,  at  the  close,  would  ex¬ 
amine  the  schools,  and  inspect  the  books:  when,  at  one  view,  they 
^voiild  see  how  many  children  had  attended  school — what  was 
(heir  age  ; — how  many  times  each  scholar  had  been  at  the  head 
of  his  class ; — how  many  hooks  he  had  taken  from  the  Library 
how  many  verses  of  Hymns  and  Divine  Songs,  be  bad  learned; — 
how  many  answers  of  the  Catechism — bow  many'  verses  of  the 
Bible:  uml  how  many  cents  he  had  given  to  the  Bible  Society. 

The  object  of  the  Bible  Society  interested  the  children  exceed¬ 
ingly.  Vou  might  see  tears  of  compassion  trickle  down  many 
eyes,  as  they  heard  of  the  destitute  state  of  the  heathen;  and  their 
hearts  heat  higli,  with  d4*sires  to  send  them  the  Bible.  The  great 
qiieslion  xvas.  How  shall  we  get  moneij  to  give  ? 

The  Committee  replied,  that  almost  every  one  would,  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  receive  a  few  cents  from  his  parents,  or  friends, 
and  (hit  they  might  save  one  quarter,  or  one  half,  more,  or  less, 
as  they  saw  fit  of  these:  and  that  prohably  many  parents  would 
give  them  more,  when  they  found  that  they  devoted  it  to  so  good 
an  object. 

The  Committee  then  pointed  out  four  ways  in  which  they, 
might  earn  something  f(»r  (his  object.  They  informed  them  that 
each  scholar,  who  should  be  at  the  head  of  his  class,  more  than 
Ui  times,  should  he  considered  as  earning  six  cents:  which  should 
be  paid,  for  him,  out  of  the  Treasury'  of  the  Society  for  Doing 
Good  ;  and  be  recorded  in  the  eighth  column,  against  his  name,  as 
a  donation  of  his  to  the  Bible  Society  ;  and  that  the  scholar  w  ho 
should  read  the  most  books  should  in  the  same  way,  and  for  the 
same  object,  receive  six  cents  more  ;  and  each  scholar  who  should 
learn  such  a  number  of  hymns,  and  chapters  in  the  Bible,  six  cents 
more  ;  and  each  scholar  who  should  learn  through  the  Asserrbly’s 
Shorter  Catechism,  six  cents  more  ;  and  that  in  these  ways,  they 
might,  by  their  diligence,  and  good  conduct,  greatly  benefit  them¬ 
selves,  and,  at  the  same  time,  be  constantly  earning  something  for 
the  heathen. 

Both  teachers,  and  scholars,  when  the  system  was  unfolded,  en¬ 
tered  into  it,  with  very  great  ardor  ;  and  the  result  has  surpassed 
the  most  sanguine  expectations. 

At  the  examination  it  was  found,  that  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
children  had  attended  school — that  their  average  age  was  about 
eight  years — that  one  hundred  and  eight  had  been  at  the  head  of 
their  respective  classes,  more  than  six  times ;  that  one  hundred 

*  This  wouUl  show,  not  only  how  much  be  had  read,  but  also  what  had  been 
bis  behavior :  as  no  one  was  allowed  to  take  out  books,  unless  he  behaved  welt. 
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and  twenty-seven  had  learned  through  the  Catechism  ;  that  two 
hundred  aiid  forty-one  (all  taken  together,)  had  learned  more  than 
seven  thousand  verses  of  Hymns,  and  Divine  Songs;  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-one,  more  than  five  thousand  verses  of  the  Bible  j 
tliat  two  hundred  and  forty-two  had  become  members  of  the  So¬ 
ciety,  and  had,  in  addition  to  Iheir  contributions,  earned  for  it  fit- 
teen  dollars,  and  thirty  cents. 

Their  behavior,  at  the  examination,  was  remarkably  good,  and 
it  is  believed,  that  they  sustained  a  better  examination  in  the  vari- 
ous  brand  Ci  of  learning,  than  the  Committee  had  ever  witnessed 
before.  PASTOR. 


The  following  bold  and  energetic  address,  which  is  truly  characteristic  of  the 
great  and  eminently  pious  Calvin,  >va8  delivered  to  his  people  at  (iene- 
va,  on  his  return  to  that  place  in  1541,  from  Strasburg,  in  consequence  ot 
the  council's  revocation  of  their  own  sentence  of  exile. 


“  If  you  desire  to  have  me  for  yoiir  pastor,  correct  the  disorder 
of  your  lives.  If  you  have  with  sincerity  recalled  me  from  my  ex¬ 
ile,  banish  the  crimes  and  debaucheries  which  prevail  among  you. 
I  certainly  cannot  behold,  without  the  most  painful  displeasure, 
within  your  walls  discipline  trodden  under  foot,  and  crimes  com¬ 
mitted  with  impunity.  I  cannot  possibly  live  in  a  place  so  grossly 
immoral.  Vicious  souls  are  too  filthy  to  receive  the  purity  of  the 
Gospel,  and  the  spiritual  worship  which  I  preach  to  you.  A  life 
stained  with  sin  is  too  contrary  to  Jesus  Christ  to  be  tolerated.  I 
consider  the  principal  enemies  of  the  Gospel  to  be,  not  the  pontiff 
of  Rome,  nor  heretics,  nor  seducers,  nor  tyrants,  hut  such  had 
Christians;  because  the  former  exert  their  rage  out  of  the  church, 
avhile  drunkenness,  luxury,  perjury,  blasphemy,  impurity,  adultery, 
and  other  abominable  vices  overthrow’  my  doctrine,  and  expose  it 
defenceless  to  the  rage  of  our  enemies.  Rome  does  not  constitute 
the  principal  object  of  my  fears.  Still  less  am  I  apprehensive  from 
the  ahnost  infinite  multitude  of  monks.  The  gates  of  hell,  the  prin¬ 
cipalities  and  powers  of  evil  spirits,  disturb  me  not  at  all.  I  trem¬ 
ble  on  account  of  other  enemies,  more  dangerous;  and  I  dread 
abundantly  more  those  carnal  covetiuisnesses,  those  debaucheries 
of  the  tavern,  of  the  brothel,  and  of  gaming  ;  those  infamous  re¬ 
mains  of  ancient  superstition,  those  mortal  pests,  the  disgrace  of 
your  town,  and  the  shame  of  the  reformed  name.  Of  what  im- 
portauce  is  it  to  have  driven  aw’ay  the  wolves  from  the  fold,  if  the 
p»*st  ravage  the  flock  ?  Of  what  use  is  a  dead  faith  without  good 
works?  Of  w’hat  importance  is  even  truth  itself,  where  a  wicked 
life  belies  it,  and  actions  make  words  blush  ?  Either  command  me 
to  abandon  a  second  time  your  town,  and  let  me  go  and  soften  the 
hkterness  of  my  afflictions  in  a  new’  exile,  or  let  the  severity  of  the 
law’3  reign  in  the  church.  Re-establish  there  the  pure  discipline. 
Remove  from  w'ithin  your  walls,  and  from  the  frontiers  of  your 
state,  the  pest  of  your  vires,  and  condemn  them  to  a  perpetual 
banishment.” — Mackenzit^s  life  of  Calvin. 
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fOKMATIOx\  OF  THE  TOBOLSK  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  IN 
THE  CAPITAL  OF  SIBERIA, 
e  From  the  Jtci\  R.  Pinkerton, — St.  Peteraburg,  Aug.  22,  1817. 

On  the  ^f^th  of  June,  a  <lay  memorable  in  the  annals  of  Siberia, 
the  foundation  was  laid  of  the  Tobolsk  Bible  Society.  The  Arch¬ 
bishop  and  Clergy,  together  with  the  cliief  Governor,  and  a  vast 
t  number  of  the  citizens  of  all  classes,  being  assembled  in  the  palace 
of  the  Archbishop,  the  Cathedral  Priest,  Zemlenitsen,  addressed 

■  the  meeting  in  a  speech,  of  w  hich  the  follow  ing  is  an  extract : 

o length,  Siberia,  i(lso<,  though  distant  in  her  situation  from 

■  the  imperial  throne,  yet  ever  near  the  heart  of  the  august  Monarch 

■  who  sits  upon  it,  puts  her  hands  with  gladness,  to  labor  in  the  bles¬ 
sed  harvest  of  the  w  ord  of  God.  Already  the  inhabitants  of  this 

■  city,  at  the  call  of  tlie  deliverer  of  kings  and  of  nations,  with  sen¬ 
timents  of  sacred  joy  and  delight,  hearken  to  the  friendly  invitation 

^  to  enter  on  this  course,  and  stand  here  prepared  to  join  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  those  wdio,  with  one  heart,  and  one  mind,  are  pressing  to¬ 
wards  the  mark  ;  and  is  not  this  mark  the  glory  of  Gud,  and  our 
:  salvation  ?  For  out  of  what  source  are  w  e  to  derive  right  knowledge 
of  that  glory  which  is  due  unto  Him,  and  of  the  means  of  salvation 
.  fur  ourseU  es,  hut  from  the  words  of  God  himself?  Let  us  put  U]»on 
these  words  the  sure  zeal  of  faith,  that  its  light  may  illumine  our 
hearts.  ‘  O  Lord  !  to  wliom  shall  we  go  ?  Thou  hast  the  words  of 
eternal  life  !’  Thus  spake  one  of  the  genuine  disciples  of  the  faith, 
^  whose  spirit  ardently  longed  to  imbibe  the  doctrine  of  grace  fronr 

!the  mouth  of  God. 

‘‘ The  Saviour  himself  has  pronounced  those  blessed  w  ho  hear 
the  word  of  God,  and  obey  it.  And  the  light  of  God's  word  which 
is  now  shedding  abroad  its  animating  rays  upon  all,  is  destined 
f  soon  to  shed  them  upon  the  most  distant  parts  of  Siberia  also;  in 
f  order  to  enlighten,  sanctify,  and  glorify  all  those  who  hunger  and 
f  thirst  after  righteousness.  Then,  lliese  strange  tribes  w  ho  know 
r  not  the  true  God,  but  fall  down  and  worship  corruptible  gods,  gra¬ 
ven  images,  the  work  of  mortal  hands,  shall  be  illumined  by  hear- 
{  ing  and  reading  the  word  of  God  :  those  who  were  once  foolish, 
s  shall  become  wise  ;  and  those  who  formerly  '.vere  darkness,  shall 
^become  light  in  the  Lord.  The  numerous  tribes,  on  every  hand, 

^  shall  all  join  in  extinguishing  the  torch  of  superstition,  and  over¬ 
throwing  their  ahominahle  idols  ;  and  shall  become  co-partakers 
of  that  faith  which  comes  from  God,  and  brings  salvation  to  man. 

\  Doubtless  you  all,  distinguished  personages,  and  respectable  citi¬ 
zens,  will  join  in  showing  examples  w  orthy  of  your  enlightened 
,  minds  and  honorable  feelings,  by  promoting  the  present  most  ausr 
^  picious  undertaking  in  every  possible  way ;  and  demonstrate,  that 
^  iiiberia  also  has  its  zealous  lovers  of  the  word  of  the  true  God  ;  that 
I  Siberia  also  know  s  how  to  appreciate  the  w  ise  laws  of  the  wise  le- 
f  gislator  of  Russia,  Alexander  the  First,  by  adopting  the  surest 
p  means  for  disseminating  the  light  of  the  Gospel  of  divine  grace  in 
L  every  part  of  Russia  ;  a  work  in  which  they'  who  sow,  and  they 
I  ^h.0  reap,  shall  one  day  rejoice  together.'^ 
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The  regulations  of  the  proposed  Institution  having  been  read, 
the  venerable  grey-headed  Archbishop  Ambrosius  rose  ;  and,  in  the 
midst  of  the  crowded  audience,  pronounced  the  following  concise 
speech  : 

“  3Iost  respectable  meeting,  once,  the  Lord,  the  Upholder  of 
all  things,  in  his  wrath,  threatened  the  children  of  Israel,  for  not  I 
obeying  his  commandments,  with  a  famine,  not  of  bread  and  of 
water,  but  of  hearing  the  word  of  the  Lord.  The  weight  of  Uiii 
just  indignation,  which  overtook  that  people,  and  draws  after  it 
spiritual  destruction,  has  lain  even  until  now  on  the  necks  of  ou/ 
own  fellow-countrymen.  But,  in  our  day,  this  most  gracious  and 
merciful  God,  moved  with  compassion  at  the  weakness  of  man,  ia 
the  midst  of  wrath  hath  remembered  mercy  ;  an<l  as  he  sent  man- 
ua  to  the  hungry  in  the  wilderness,  so  has  he  sent  his  life-givin* 
word  unto  us,  to  strengthen  weak  and  famished  souls.  Now  the 
grace  of  God  abounds  towards  all  men.  The  Most  High  has  inadt 
choice  of  his  anointed  servant,  our  most  pious  Emperor,  to  satisfy 
with  heavenly  food  those  in  our  native  land  that  hunger  after  sal- 
vation.  And  behold,  to  our  unutterable  joy.  His  Imperial  Majes¬ 
ty’s  will  has  extended  unto  us  also.  He  accounts  us  worthy  of 
being  promoters  of  his  paternal  designs  tow’ards  those  tribes  whick 
inhabit  tliis  country,  sitting  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of  death, 
and  strangers  to  the  gracious  light  of  the  Gospel.  How  high  is  our 
Tocation  I  What  unspeakable  honor  is  appointed  unto  the  coim' 
entious  promoters  of  this  cause.  Let  us  commence  our  labors, 
therefore,  beloved,  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  our  gracious  God 
and  of  our  Emperor  and  father.  Let  us  spare  neither  exertion  not 
property,  in  order  to  bring  these  our  unfortunate  brethren  uh« 
know  not  the  true  God,  to  the  knowledge  of  him,  by  means  of  bk 
word;  and  thereby  prove  ourselves  worthy  of  the  name  which  we 
bear — sons  of  our  beloved  country,  and  sons  of  the  Most  High.” 

TRANSLATIONS  AND  EDITIONS  OF  POLISH  SCRIPTURES 

3Ir.  Pinkerton  has  recently  communicated  from  Wai-saw  the 
following  authentic  intelligence  respecting  the  lamentable  dearik 
of  the  Scriptures  in  Poland.  The  extract  is  highly  interesting  and 
important,  both  in  a  literary  and  religious  point  of  view. 

“  There  have  appeared,  at  different  times,  five  translations  o: 
the  Bible  in  the  Polish  language.  The  first  is  called  the  Old  Cra¬ 
cow  Bible,  and  was  printed  in  this  city  in  1561.  Many  passage- 
of  this  translation  being  taken  from  the  Bohemian  Protestant  Bible, 
it  never  received  the  sanction  of  the  Pope.  However,  it  went 
through  two  other  editions,  in  1575  and  1577,  both  printed'in  Cra¬ 
cow.  A  copy  of  this  version  is  now  very  rarely  to  be  met  with, 
even  in  the  best  libraries  of  the  nation.  The  second  version,  w  hich 
appeared  in  1563,  is  called  the  Radzivil  Bible.  It  has  never  gone 
through  more  than  one  edition.  Prince  Radzivil,  at  whose  expense 
this  translation  was  made  and  printed,  w  as  a  Protestant ;  but  he 
dying  soon  after  its  publication,  bis  son,  a  Catholic,  carefully  bought 
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ip  the  edition,  and  burnt  it!  The  third  version,  by  Simeon  Bud- 
f  V,  is  called  the  Socinian  Bible.  This  translation  went  through 
so  editions  ;  the  first  in  1570,  and  the  last  in  1572,  both  printed 
I  Nieswiez,  in  Lithuania.  Of  this  version,  it  is  said  that  only 
iree  copies  exist,  in  distinguished  libraries.  The  fourth  transla* 
QP  into  Polish  is  the  Danzig  Bible.  This  version  was  made  and 
rioted  by  the  reformed  church  in  Danzig,  and  has  passed  through 
ven  editions;  viz  Danzig,  1632;  Amsterdam,  1666  ;  Halle, 
726;  Krenigsherg,  1737  ;  Brieg,  1768  ;  Koenigsberg,  1799  ;  and 
.  rlin,  1810.  The  first  edition  was,  for  the  most  part,  burnt  by 
^onzpk,  Archbishop  of  Gnezn;  and  the  Jesuits  have  always  exert- 
]  themselves  to  buy  up  and  destroy  such  copies  of  the  other  five 
litions  as  come  in  their  way  ;  so  that  it  is  concluded  that  of  the 
X  editions  of  the  Protestant  Bible,  printed  between  1632  and  1779, 
t  least  3,000  copies  have  been  thus  wilfully  destroyed.  The 
^Fhole  six  editions,  probably  did  not  amount  to  more  than  7,000 
j|c 'pics  ;  so  that  if  the  copies  which  have  been  worn  out  by  length 
Ecftime  were  added  to  those  which  have  been  destroyed,  it  would 
rbf*  found,  that  (with  the  exception  of  the  seventh  edition,  printed 
ten  Berlin,  at  the  expense  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
ind  consisting  of  8,000  copies,)  the  existing  number  of  Bibles, 
fcimong  the  260,000  Protestants  who  speak  the  Polish  language, 
pnust  be  very  small.  But,  alas  !  how’  much  smaller  still  is  the 
If  umber  of  copies  which  exist  among  the  Catholics  of  Poland  will 
appear  from  the  following  facts.  The  only  authorised  version  of 
phe  Holy  Scriptures,  in  Polish,  is  that  which  was  translated  by  Ja- . 
Icob  VVuiek,  approved  by  Pope  Clement  VIII.  and  first  published  in 
phis  city  in  1599.  The  translation  is  considered,  by  competent 
pnriges,  to  be  among  the  best  Europeans  versions  made  from  the 
P’tilgate  ;  and  the  language,  though  in  some  degree  antiquated,  is 
fvet  pure  and  classical. 

Such  care,  however,  has  been  taken  to  keep  even  this  author- 
zed  version  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  from  coming  into  the  hands  of 
he  people,  that  it  never  was  reprinted  in  Poland,  and  has  under- 
only  two  other  editions  out  of  the  country — viz.  at  Breslau, 
'5n  1740,  and  1771.  Now,  the  whole  amount  of  copies  in  these 
^three  editions  of  the  authorized  Polish  Bible  is  supposed  not  to 
-have  exceeded  3,600.  Thus  there  have  been  printed  only  about 
3,000  Bibles  in  the  space  of  217  years,  for  upwards  of  10,000,000 
Catholics,  who  speak  the  Polish  language.  Hence  it  is  that  a 
i<^opy  is  not  to  be  obtained  for  money  ;  and  that  you  may  search  a 
1  undred  thousand  families  in  Gallicia  and  Poland,  and  scarcely 
find  one  Bible. 

OBITUARY. 

biFD  in  this  Tillage  on  Tues<lay  evening  last,  I^Irs.  CHLOE  POWERS, 
wife  of  Gershom  Powers,- Esq.  in  the  27tb  year  of  her  age. — Mrs.  Powers 
possessed  those  qualities  of  mind,  and  that  aniiableness  and  simplicity  of  raan- 
Tiers,  which  were  peculiarly  calculated  to  endear  her,  to  all  her  acquaintance, 
and  to  heighten  the  felicity  of  the  domestic  circle.  Her  natural  disposition 
iHo’  mild  and  affectionate.,  was  rendered  more  rnteresting  and  pleasant  by  ibr 


4^'  ORPHAN  HYMN. 

grace  of  Got!,  of  tvlilcli  she  hail  been  made  the  hopeful  subject  some  two  or 
three  years  since,  fii  her  last  illness,  which  was  distressing  and  painful  to  a 
very  uncommon  decree,  she  gave  the  brightest  evidence  of  the  genuineness  of 
her  faith,  and  with  a  smile  of  resignation,  that  seemed  to  invite  the  approarh 
of  the  last  trying  nionient,  did  she  commit  her  spirit  into  the  hands  of  that  Sav. 
lour,  who  is  the  believer's  life. —  Although  a  timid,  trembling  female,  such  was 
the  strength  of  her  confidence  and  the  consolation  of  her  hope,  that  she  could 
pmile  in  the  very  f.ice  of  the  King  of  terror.*:,  and  welcome  the  repose  of  ihe 
tomb,  ''he  endured  as  seeing  hiai  who  is  invisible,  and  without  a  single  doubt^ 
or  one  alarming  apprehension,  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  umler  tlic  confident  exp^c* 
fation,  that  in  the  morning  of  the  resiiiTectioii  she  should  awake  in  his  likene'i. 

FROM  THE  NEW  MONTIII  T  MAGAZINE. 

TflE  ORPflAN. 

Verses  spolun  hy  one  of  the  Boys  of  the  London  Orphan  Asylum, 
on  the  departure  of  a  Visitor. 

5?tay,  gentle  stranger,  stay  awhile,  |  “  What,  mother,  is  an  orphan  boy? 

And  hear  an  Orphan’s  tale  ;  >  I  sometimes  did  reply ; 

An  Orphan’s  piteous  tale  might  make  :  And  then  she’d  sob,  and  weep  somuci, 

'^Thc  niddiest  check  turn  pale.  t  I  feared  lest  she  shriuld  die. 

Ah!  once  I  did  not  need  your  ear  |  Full  many  a  month  she  mourned  away, 
To  listen  to  my  woe ;  s  By  every  sorrow  tried. 

No  cause  had  I  to  make  complaint,  |  Till  quite  worn  out, she  gently  groan’d 

No  sorrow  did  I  know  :  i  And  said,  “  Poor  boy  I” — and  died. 


But  as  the  lark  that  mounts  the  sky 
And  sings  from  morn  till  night, 

8odid  my  little  heart  i*ebound 

.  With  undisturbed  delight. 

Oft  did  I  with  my  father  play. 

And  prattle  on  his  knee; 

And,  at  those  times,  I  used  to  think 
No  child  was  glad  like  me. 

But,  ere  I  well  could  speak  his  name. 
He  died  on  foreign  shore ; 

And  then,  I  often  sigh’d,  and  thought 
I  should  be  glad  no  more. 

My  mother — Oh  !  ’tis  long  ago 
Since  I  could  call  her  so  - 

I  have  no  mother ! — no  1  she’s  fled 
From  this  sad  world  of  woe ! 


i  Full  many  a  month  she  mourned  away, 
s  By  every  sorrow  tried, 

I  Till  quite  worn  out, she  gently  groan’d 
I  And  said,  “  Poor  boy  I” — and  died. 

i  Ah  !  how  I  wept  upon  her  face 
t  And  callc<l  her  name  in  vain, 
j  My  childish  heart  could  scarce  belie 
\  She  would  not  speak  again ! 

I  And,  now,  I  think  of  that  sad  day, 

<  My  grief  is  mnning  o’er  ; 

>  I  seem  to  see  ray  mother  die, 

J  And  weep  her  death  once  morc.- 

I  Perhaps  y’ou  bear  a  parent’s  name, 
And  call  your  child  your  joy  ; 
Oh,  never  may  that  child  bwomc 
A  wretched  orphan  boy! 

.  Perhaps  the  woes  that  fill  my  breast, 
j  Are  partly  felt  by  thine  ; 

2  You  had  a  father — motlier—who 
i  Are  dead,  as  well  as  mine! 


My  father’s  death  quite  broke  her  heart  \  Then  join  with  me  to  bless  the  hand* 
And  withered  all  her  joy ;  \  I’hat  gave  me  refuge  here ; 

She’d  look  at  me — and  weep — and  say,  5  Tliat  made  this  aching  heart  rejoice, 
“  Poor  little  orphan  boy  !”  s  And  wiped  away  each  tear. 

>  Calamcs. 
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